
CLP – CLASSIFICATION, LABELLING AND PACKAGING REGULATION 
1272/2008/EC



Objectives

• Bit of History.

• Where are we now?

• What does it mean to us?

• What will we see?

• What should we start to do now?



Lets see why we need to label 
chemicals!

• napo-sgh-00-start-eng.avi



A bit of History

• For the last 40 years chemicals in the EU governed by:
• DSD – Dangerous Substances Directive (67/548/EEC)

• DPD – Dangerous Preparations Directive (1999/45/EC)

• Some chemicals/substances have hazardous properties so 
DSD / DPD requires an assessment to protect health and the 
environment.

• Must classify, label, package and inform users of the hazards.

• Did this through:
• Labelling

• SDS (Safety Data Sheet)

• Packaging



So what was wrong?

• Nothing wrong with EU system.

• Globally we are all working from a different book.

• Classifications of a substance were different across the world.

• Needed a pathway to a harmonised system.

• In 1992 UN Conference identified the world-wide harmonisation 
of classification and labelling of chemicals as one of 6 action 
programs in Chapter 19 of the UNCED Agenda 21.

• GHS was born:
• Globally Harmonised System of Classification and Labelling of Chemicals

• CLP is the EU implementation of GHS.

• European Chemicals Agency (ECHA) will govern CLP
• http://echa.europa.eu/clp_en.asp



Where we were - symbols 



Where we were - classifications 

• For the same toxicity with a lethal dose in rats of 257mg/kg

• Theses are the different classifications:
• Australia harmful
• Canada toxic
• China not hazardous
• EU harmful
• India non toxic
• Japan toxic
• Malaysia harmful
• New Zealand hazardous
• USA toxic

• Need a world standard and consistency of labels and 
classifications for substances.



CLP  
Classification, Labelling and Packaging Regulation 1272/2008/EC

• EU regulation fully implemented into member states.

• EU first to implement GHS.

• Introduces new system of classification of substances.

• Requires manufacturers / importers to:
• Re-classification of substances

• Re-labelling of substances / products

• Re-packaging of substances / products

• Update of safety data sheets (SDS)

• Sits alongside REACH .



What will change – Labels

• New GHS pictograms will appear on packaging to illustrate 
hazards.

• Mandatory in the EU from December 2010, any stock on the 
shelf will have until 2012, then the labelling should sit 
alongside old EU “orange” labels until December 2015.

• From December 2012 all chemicals in stock should carry the 
white pictograms.

• From June 2015 all substances should show the new 
pictograms, any new substances already in the supply chain 
will have another two years.

• The new GHS pictograms do not always translate directly 
from the old EU orange labels.



What will change – Classification

• This will appear on containers/packaging and Safety Data 
Sheets (SDS).

• If there is a change, we will receive an updated SDS.

• Possible that a change in classification, as well as new 
terminology, may “grade” the chemical as being more harmful 
than it was before.

• Handle this as you would any other changed SDS
• Conduct a review of the COSHH assessment
• COSHH Assessors – ensure the SDS is the most up to date version

• May need to review storage                                    
arrangements.



What will change – Risk/Safety Phrases

• In the  EU Risk Phrases and Safety Phrases from 2015 will be no 
more.

• New Hazard Statements and Precautionary Statements will be 
used respectively.

• Not all R phrases will directly transpose to H statements, likewise 
for S phrases to P statements.

• EUH statements used to cover R phrases not covered by CLP.

• H statements split into Physical, health & Environment hazards.

• P statements split into Prevention, Response, Storage & Disposal.



What will change – Pictograms

Explosive

Flammable

Oxidizing

Compressed

Corrosive

Sensitising STOT less severe 
categories harmful irritant

Dangerous for the 
Environment

Very Toxic   
Toxic

Very Toxic   
Toxic

C-M-R Sensitising STOT severe 
categories aspiration hazard 



Example Label change

• See the example below 
and how the label will 
contain very different 
symbols and text.

• Awareness is required to 
understand these changes.



Difference between old and new

DSD / DPD CLP
Symbols Pictograms

Risk (R) and Safety (S)                        
R50/53 – very toxic to aquatic organisms

Hazard (H) and Precautionary (P)         
H400 – very toxic to aquatic life

12 categories of danger                             
1 category for flammable

28 hazard classes                                
divided flammability classes liquids, gases

Flammable liquid:                                  
Flashpoint between 21ºC and 55ºC

Flammable liquid:                              
Flashpoint point <60ºC (dangerous products will increase)

No C&L notification obligation C&L notification obligation

No signal words Signal words – DANGER & WARNING

Preparation Mixture



Wall chart of pictograms and 
hazard labels 



What is Tata Steel doing now?

• Integrate into current H&S and Environment Systems.

• Managers, Safety, Environment, Hygienists will be aware of CLP.

• COSHH Assessors  will ensure their SDS are current versions.

• COSHH Assessors  will make sure that SDS should be to the 
new Standard from December 2012 at the latest 2015.

• Departments will look at chemical stocks with a view to all having 
new symbols in place by 2012.

• On site solutions (eg lab solutions in hand bottles) will comply
with new signage by December 2010.

• Pictograms on COSHH databases will be modified in line with 
new pictograms.

• We will ensure that our substance suppliers are compliant with 
new requirement.



A Further Message from from our 
friend Napo!!

napo-sgh-05-toxic-eng.avi





CLP – Classification, Labelling and Packaging of substances and mixtures 


